
 
 
 

3rd Grade Unit 1  

Stage 1- Desired Outcome  

Established Goals: (Standards) 
 

 RL 3.2 - Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central 
message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.  

 RL 3.3 - Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions 
contribute to the sequence of events 

 SL 3.1 c - Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their 
comments to the remarks of others. 

 W 3.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

 L 3.1 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

 L. 3.1a - Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and their functions 
in particular sentences. 

 

Understandings: (Anchors) 
 

 stories convey central message through 
details 

 how a character’s actions contribute to 
events 

 how to create real or imagined 
narratives 

 

Essential Questions:  
 
Why do we hand stories down to the next generation? 
 

Students will know… 
 

  story elements 
 sequence 

 character traits 

 main idea/key details 
 meaningful questions 

 parts of speech  

 effective techniques/writing strategies: 
snapshots/thought shots and exploding 
the moments 

Students will be able to… 
 

 write a narrative using effective techniques 
 retell stories from various genres in sequential order 

 determine the central message, theme, or main idea 
through key details in the text 

 ask and answer meaningful questions 
 build on other’s ideas through discussion 

 discuss and express their own ideas clearly 

 collaboratively discuss through effective questioning 
 effectively use conventions of grammar when reading and 

writing (functions of parts of speech) 

Stage 2- Assessment Evidence 
Performance Tasks: 
See attached performance task template  
 
 

Other Evidence: 

 

  

 



 
 
 

ASSESSMENT TASK BLUEPRINT-Unit 1 

What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task specifics? What qualities must 

student work demonstrate to signify that standards were met? 

Implied Criteria 

 Create a real or imagined narrative. 

 Use sequencing to order events in the narrative. 

Demonstrators/Qualities of Student Work 

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding? 

Task Overview: 

Teacher presents a variety of central messages such as, “Slow and steady wins the race” to the students and asks 
them to write a real or imagined narrative to demonstrate the given central message. 

 

 

 

 

 

What understandings or goals will be assessed through this task? 

Understandings: 

Students will understand… 

 Stories can be created from real and/or imagined events. 

 Stories must be written with a clear sequence of events. 

Goals: 

W3.3  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences. 

 

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired understandings? 

Students will produce a written real or imagined narrative that includes a central message and a clear sequence of 
events. 

By what criteria will student products and performances be evaluated? 

The narrative should demonstrate that students are able to: 

 Write a story using sequence of events. 

 Understand the central message they chose. 



 
 
 

3rd Grade Unit 2  

Stage 1- Desired Outcome  

Established Goals: (Standards) 
Through collaborative discussions, students will ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text. 
Students will refer to the text to support their answers and will be able to determine main ideas using key details 
through written and verbal communication. (RI.3.2, RL.3.1 , W.3.3)  

 RI.3.2: Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea. 

 RI.3.9: Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic.  

 RL 3.9: Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same or 
similar characters (e.g., in books from a series) 

 RI  3.5: Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given 
topic efficiently. 

 RL 3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for 

the answers. 

 RI 3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for 
the answers. 

 RL.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for 

the answers. 

 L.3.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

 L.3.1(a): Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and their functions in particular 

sentences. 

 W.3.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details , 
and clear event sequences. 

 W.3.3(b): Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the 

response of characters to situations. 

 SL.3.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 SL.3.1(a): Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on tha t preparation and 

other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 
 

Understandings: (Anchors) 
Students will understand that…..  
authors use key details, story elements, main 
ideas, dialogue, descriptive language, character 
traits and actions to engage their readers. 

Essential Questions: (Overall theme that relates to the 
Understandings and goals) 
How does the author engage their readers? 
 
 
 
 

Students will know… 
 how to ask and answer questions they 

may have about the text using details to 

support their answers. 

 main idea and the importance of key 
details in supporting it.   

 the elements necessary to create an 
engaging real or imagined narrative.  

Students will be able to… (Skills) 
Students will be able to 
 …ask questions about details in the text they may not 

understand. 
 …answer questions about the text and refer to the details in 

the story to support their answer.  
 …determine the main idea of a text. 

 …identify key details in the text and explain how they support 
the main idea. 

 …write narratives about real or imagined experiences. 
Stage 2- Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks: 
See attached performance task 
 

Other Evidence: 



 
 
 
 

 ASSESSMENT TASK BLUEPRINT- Unit 2 

What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task specifics? What qualities must 

student work demonstrate to signify that standards were met? 

 Identify main idea 

 Identify key details 

 Compare main idea and key details of multiple texts  

 Ask and answer questions through discussion  

 

 

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding? 

Task Overview: 

Since we’ve been learning about main idea and key details, you will be given a variety of texts (twin texts, pictures, 

cartoons, illustrations) about the same topic. You may choose the texts about the topic that interests you. After 

reading and analyzing your two texts, circle the main idea and underline the key details in your texts. Discuss your 
thinking with your partner. Be sure to share how your texts are related.  

 

 

 

 

What understandings or goals will be assessed through this task? 

Understandings: 

Students will understand main idea and key details through written and verbal communication.  

Goals: 

Through collaborative discussions, students will ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text. 

Students will refer to the text to support their answers and will be able to determine main ideas using key details 
through written and verbal communication. (RI.3.2, RL.3.1 , W.3.3, RL 3.9, RI 3.9, RI 3.5, RI 3.1) 

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired understandings? 

 The texts with identified main idea and key details  

 Discussion with a comparison of the main idea of the texts  

 

By what criteria will student products and performances be evaluated? 

 Main idea circled 

 2-3 key details underlined 

 Clear discussion with my partner (Could your partner explain YOUR thinking?)  

 Relevant key details  



 
 
 

3rd Grade Unit 3  

Stage 1- Desired Outcome  

Established Goals: (Standards) 
Students will describe relationships between historical events, scientific ideas, sequence of events, or cause and effect 
relationships within a text. Through collaborative discussions, students will ask and answer questions referring to the 
text as a basis for their understanding. These experiences will help them build on each other’s ideas and express their 
own ideas clearly though written and verbal communication. 
(RI.3.2, RI3.1, W.3.3) 

 RI.3.3: Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in 
technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. 
 RL.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the 
basis for the answers. 
 RI 3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the 
basis for the answers. 
 RI 3.9: Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same 
topic. 
 SL3.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
 SL.3.1(a): Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.  
 W.3.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
 L3.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 
 L.3.1(h): Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 
 L.3.1(i): Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

Understandings: (Anchors) 
Students will understand that…..  
textual evidence can be used to analyze how and 
why individual events and ideas develop and 
interact. 

Essential Questions: (Overall theme that relates to the 
Understandings and goals) 
How do readers use multiple texts to make connections? 
 
 
 

Students will know… 

 how to ask and answer questions they 
may have about new information 

presented in a text using details to 

support their answers and 

understanding. 

 the connections events have to one 
another in cause and effect 

relationships, historical events, scientific 

ideas,  and sequence of events.  

 the elements necessary to create an 
engaging informational/explanatory 
writing.  

Students will be able to… 

 …ask questions about information presented in a text that they 
do not understand. 

 …ask questions to guide their understanding of a text.  

 …answer questions about a text referring to the text as the 
basis for their answer.  

 …describe cause and effect relationships,  historical events, 
scientific ideas, sequence of events and how they may be 
connected 

 …create an information or explanatory presentation piece  
 

 

Stage 2- Assessment Evidence 
Performance Tasks: 
See attached 

Other Evidence: 

 



 
 
 

ASSESSMENT TASK BLUEPRINT-Unit 3 

What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task specifics? What  qualities must 

student work demonstrate to signify that standards were met? 

 Self-selection of appropriate text 

 Select significant events from a text  

 Sequential order of events  

 Cause and effect  

 Relationship of events within a text  

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding? 

Task Overview: 

Because we have been studying cause and effect, you will choose significant events from the topic you have selected 

and create a timeline of your events. Show the cause and effect relationship between your events. (Teacher may offer 

a graphic organizer or stem to students.) Choose three of the most significant events and explain HOW the events are 

connected in the text.  

Extension – ask students to support their explanation with evidence from the text  

Suggestions-level the text within a topic, student choice of topic, offer multiple graphic organizers or stem 

 

 

 

 

What understandings or goals will be assessed through this task? 

Understandings: 

Textual evidence can be used to analyze how and why individual events or ideas develop and interact. (RI 3.3)  

Goals: 

Students will describe relationships between historical events, scientific ideas, sequence of events, or cause and effect 

relationships within a text. Through collaborative discussions, students will ask and answer questions referring to the 

text as a basis for their understanding. These experiences will help them build on each other’s ideas and express their 

own ideas clearly though written and verbal communication. 

(RI.3.2, RL3.1, W.3.2, RI 3.9, RI 3.3) 

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired understandings? 

 Timeline 

 Quickwrite  

By what criteria will student products and performances be evaluated? 

 Explanation of cause and effect relationship 

 Correct sequential order of significant events  



 
 
 

3rd Grade Unit 4 

Stage 1- Desired Outcome  

Established Goals: (Standards) 
 
Determine meaning from text using textual comparisons. Begin conducting short research projects.  
 

 RI 3.8 - Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., 
comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence). 

 RI 3.4 - Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant 
to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 

 SL 3.3 - Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and 
detail. 

 RF 3.4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.  

 RF 3.4b - Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 

 W 3.7 - Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.  

 L 3.4 - Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade 
3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  

 L 3.4d - Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the precise 
meaning of key words and phrases. 

 RI 3.5 - Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant 
to a given topic efficiently. 

 
Understandings: (Anchors) 
 
1. Research to build knowledge based on focus 
questions    
2. The text structure connections that relate to 
overall meaning of a text (comparison, 
cause/effect, sequence) 
3. Interpret words and phrases to determine 
meaning of a text. 

 

Essential Questions:  
 
Why is it important to choose words carefully? 
 

Students will know… 

 Key details about a topic 

 How to determine meaning of 
unknown/multiple-meaning words and 
phrases 

 Structure of text (cause/effect, first, 
second, third in a sequence) 

 

Students will be able to… 

 Research a topic using digital and print reference 
materials in order to build knowledge of a topic 

 Use strategies (i.e) context clues, 
homophones/homonyms 

 Recognize connections between sentences and 
paragraphs 

Stage 2- Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks: 
See attached performance task template 
 

Other Evidence: 

 

 



 
 
 

ASSESSMENT TASK BLUEPRINT-Unit 4 

What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task specifics? What qualities must 

student work demonstrate to signify that standards were met? 

Implied Criteria 

 Interpret words and phrases using a range of strategies (ex. context clues, resources) to determine meanings 

within a text. 

 Make connections between such words and phrases and their relevance to the structure of a text. 

Demonstrators/Qualities of Student Work 

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding? 

Task Overview: 

Using a formatted text such as the one below, give students the following writing prompt.  

“Choose an underlined key word from the poem Try, Try Again by T.H. Palmer. Use defining phrases, simple similes, 

drawings, or synonyms to show that you understand the meaning of the key word. Then explain how the meaning of 
the poem would change if a different word had been chosen by the author.” 

 

 

 

 

 

What understandings or goals will be assessed through this task? 

Understandings: 

Students will understand… 

 Meanings of general, academic, and domain specific words and phrases are relevant in order to make logical 

connections within a text to support comprehension. 

Goals: 

 RI.3.8 - Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., 
comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence). 

 

 RI.3.4 - Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant 
to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 

 

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired understandings? 

Students will be able to determine the meaning of an unknown word within a text. Their understanding can be 

demonstrated through a variety of ways such as similes, pictures, synonyms, and simple language. They will also be 

able to explain how the words used are relevant to the structure and meaning of the whole text.  

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By what criteria will student products and performances be evaluated? 

Teachers will determine student success by asking themselves these questions when looking at the work produced:  

 Can they determine meaning of an unknown chosen word? 

 Can they explain why the word they chose has relevance to the structure and meaning of the text? 

 Can they explain how the meaning of the text would be different if the author had used a word with a 

different meaning in its place?  

 



 
 
 

3rd Grade Unit 5  

Stage 1- Desired Outcome  

Established Goals: (Standards) 
Students will use a variety of text features to help them determine the meaning of words or phrases and distinguish 
literal or non-literal meaning; as well as to demonstrate how parts of a text build on one another to gain a better 
understanding of the whole. Using these skills, students will interpret a text and support their opinion with sufficient 
evidence. 
(RI.3.7, RL.3.5, RL.3.4, W.3.1) 

 RI.3.7: Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a tex t to 
demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).  

 RL 3.7: Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a 
story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting) 
 RI 3.5: Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant 
to a given topic efficiently. 
 RF.3.3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
 RF.3.3(b): Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 
 L.3.4b: Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added to a known word . 
 RL.3.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from 
nonliteral language. 
 W.3.1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  
 RL.3.5: Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such 
as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
Understandings: (Anchors) 
Students will understand that…..  

 Authors use a variety of text features to 
ensure readers are able to craft meaning 
of a whole text. 

 Interpret words and phrases in a text to 
determine meaning. 

 Analyze the structure of a text and how 
the parts relate to the whole. 
Integrate and evaluate content 
presented in diverse media. 

Essential Questions:  
 
How do authors help readers craft meaning? 
 
 

Students will know… 

 How text features, details, and context 

clues are important in determining 

meaning of unknown words and events 

in texts. 

 How smaller parts of a text contribute 

to the meaning of the whole text. 

 That good readers refer to specific parts 

of texts when they talk/write about 

their reading. 

 The importance of using evidence to 
support and strengthen opinions in 
writing. 

Students will be able to… 

 …use text features to infer about details in a story. (where, 
when, why, and how events occur) 

 …use context clues and text features to determine the 
meaning of unknown words and phrases.  

 …refer to parts of a text (stories, poems, dramas, etc...) when 
speaking or writing about a text.  

 …describe how smaller parts (paragraphs, stanzas, scenes, 
chapters..) of a text contribute to the whole. 

 …interpret a text and support their opinion with evidence.  
 

Stage 2- Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks: See attached 
 

Other Evidence: 



 
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT TASK BLUEPRINT- Unit 5 

What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task specifics? What qualities must 

student work demonstrate to signify that standards were met? 

 Identify a literal/non-literal meaning word  

 Distinguish the difference between literal and non-literal meaning  

 

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding? 

Task Overview: 

We’ve been studying figurative language such as; ______________. Choose a word or phrase from one of the texts 

that has a literal and non-literal meaning. Draw a picture to show BOTH the literal and non-literal meaning. Write a 
sentence that explains the difference between the literal and non-literal meaning of your phrase.  

Extension: Why do author’s use figurative language in the text you selected?  

 

 

 

 

What understandings or goals will be assessed through this task? 

Understandings: 

Students will understand the difference between literal and non-literal meaning.( RL 3.4)  

Goals: 

Students will use a variety of text features to help them determine the meaning of words or phrases and distinguish 

literal or non-literal meaning; as well as to demonstrate how parts of a text build on one another to gain a better 

understanding of the whole. Using these skills, students will interpret a text and support their opinion with sufficient 

evidence. (RI 3.7, RL 3.4, RL 3.5, W.3.1, RL 3.7, RI 3.5)  

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired understandings? 

 Illustrations of the literal and non-literal meanings 

 Explanation of the literal and non-literal meaning  

By what criteria will student products and performances be evaluated? 

 Correct selection of a word or phrase (with literal and non-literal meaning) 

 Clear illustration of the meanings 

 Clear explanation of the meanings  



 
 
 

 

3rd Grade Unit 6  

Stage 1- Desired Outcome  
Established Goals: (Standards) 
 
RI 3.10 - By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and 
technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
RL 3.10 - By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end 
of the grades 2-3 text complexity band independently and proficiently 
RF 3.4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.  
RF 3.4c - Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.  
RL 3.6 - Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters.  
RL 3.2 - Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, 
lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 
SL 3.5 - Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, 
scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
RI 3.6 - Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.  
 

Understandings: (Anchors) 
 

1. Point of view 
2. Accuracy and fluency impact 

comprehension of complex text through 
the use of strategies 

Essential Questions: (Overall theme that relates to the 
Understandings and goals) 
 
Why is it important to understand the influence of perspective? 
 
 
 
 

Students will know… 
 

 How to read and understand complex text 
proficiently  

 Distinguish point of view from 
narrator/character 
 

Students will be able to… (Skills) 
 

 Read grade level text proficiently for purpose and 
understanding 

 Identify narrator/character point of view with support  

 Identify their own point of view with support  
 Retell stories or poems with proficiency (emphasis to 

enhance key facts/details) 

 Use context clues, self-correction/monitoring and 
decoding 

Stage 2- Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks: 
See attached performance task template  
 
 

Other Evidence: 

 

 

 



 
 
 

ASSESSMENT TASK BLUEPRINT-Unit 6 

What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task specifics? What qualities must 

student work demonstrate to signify that standards were met? 

Implied Criteria 

 Identify the point of a view from which a story is told. 

 Distinguish their own point of view in relation to that of the narrator and/or characters.  

 Explain how the point of view in which the story is told impacts their understanding. 

Demonstrators/Qualities of Student Work 

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding? 

Task Overview: 

Students will read both, The Three Little Pigs and The True Story of the Three Little Pigs and identify from which 

perspective/point of view each story is told. They will then describe how their understanding of each story varied 

because of the point of view from which the story was told.  

Task 2: 

Students will choose a character from one of the texts above and retell a scene in the story from their own point of 
view. 

 

 

 

What understandings or goals will be assessed through this task? 

Understandings: 

Students will understand… 

 Their point of view may differ or be similar to the narrator and characters in a given text.  

 The point of a view from which a story is told may impact the reader’s interpretation.  

Goals: 

RI.3.6 -  Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text. 

RL.3.6 -  Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters.  

 

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired understandings? 

Students will produce a written explanation describing the point of view from which the two stories are told and how 
it impacted their understanding of the stories. 

Students will produce a written narrative retelling a scene of one of the stories from their own point of view. 

 



 
 
 
 

By what criteria will student products and performances be evaluated? 

Teachers will determine student success by asking themselves these questions when looking at the work produced:  

 Can they identify the point of view from which each story is being told? 

 Can they explain how the point of views impacted their understanding of the stories? 

 

 Can they formulate their own point of view as it pertains to the stories? 

 


